
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 19, 2019 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 110 [Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

 Gracious God, I have learned to look for and notice what I 
already know—familiar feelings, habitual thoughts, customary 
understandings.  Anything out of the ordinary does not get taken 
seriously or attended to for long.  When I sit quietly, I do so to 
make my mind calm rather than more aware, and I find  I am 
entertained by my interior rather than enlightened through it. 
 My being this way robs me of vitality.  Create in me an interest 
in the unusual thoughts and feelings that seek my attention.  
Engender a curiosity about those perceptions which are 
uncommon and unusual, and that stubbornly disrupt my 
attachment to the familiar and expected. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 13:31-35 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 116 [O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 114 [Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, Church Office 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 26, 2019 
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelations 21:10, 22—22:5; 

John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter (John 13:31-35) 
This text comes to us in the season of 

Easter, as a reminder of where we are being 
led by God. What the fullness of our life asks 
of us is that we learn to “love one another,” 
i.e. the different elements of our personality, 
in the same way as God loves all of them. This 
is not so much about “liking” the different 
elements of our personality as it is about 
“honoring” them, learning from them and 
about them. Being inclusive in this way 
demonstrates to the world what it means to 
be a “disciple,” someone who learns the way 
of God. Beginning with the Gospel reading 
for today, the readings will begin to 
introduce a transition in the way God relates 
to us which makes this “loving one another” 
possible. One aspect of God retreats into the 
background of our mind, and another comes 
to the foreground of our mind. This transition 
is highlighted on the Day of Pentecost with 
the giving of the Holy Spirit. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-16-19] 
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FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 13:31-35 
 In this text, Jesus is preparing his disciples for his departure, 
something that will occur at Ascension, which is commemorated 
ten days before Pentecost. This year, Ascension falls on Thursday, 
May 30th. Using traditional language: on Ascension, Jesus is taken 
up into heaven, an event which prepares the way for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 How can we talk about what this is describing using 21st century 
language? If we think of God as that which brings us the experience 
of the fullness of our life, then one way to view the work God does 
is to focus on how we are constantly introduced to the person we 
are by the way unfamiliar thoughts and feelings are brought to our 
awareness and then returned to our awareness any time we 
dismiss them. This activity repeats and repeats until we come to 
the place where we are able to own what has been introduced as 
being ours and it has become something to be considered further 
because we realize its value to us and begin to desire its being 
incorporated into us. 
 When this valuing occurs, a shift is initiated within us such that 
we begin to remember the thoughts or feelings that have been 
introduced and find ourselves drawn into the exploration and 
assimilation of them. The activity of introducing us to unfamiliar 
thoughts and feelings stops being our focus and retreats into the 
background and what comes to the foreground of our focus is the 
activity of exploring what has been disclosed to us about ourselves. 
The exploration continues for a time until what has been 
introduced is integrated into our self-understanding. 
 This shift in our focus is not possible until the value of what has 
been disclosed to us about ourselves is firmly grasped and we begin 
to desire knowing more about what has been disclosed. Or, said 
more traditionally, this shift in our focus is not possible until God 
has been glorified, that is, until we see clearly the value of what 
God is doing to bring us the fullness of our life, and what God is 
doing has been elevated in our minds to being of greater value that 
what normally fills our minds. 

[Jim Robie, 5-16-19, 5th of Easter, Cycle C, John 13:31-35] 


